
Chad Randall Matheny, 
known professionally 
as Emperor X, is an 
American singer and 
songwriter. Born 
in Louisville, Kentucky in 
1979. Matheny got his 
start in music when he 
was given a Casio SK-1 by 
his grandparents at age 
nine, and recorded his first 
album on a Tascam four-
track before the age of 20.

inspired by Françoise 
Bastide and Paolo Fabbri's 
concept of a millennia-long 
nuclear waste warning 
message in the form of a folk 
song about genetically 
engineered cats. featuring 
“don’t change colour, Kitty,” 
a song so catchy and 
annoying that it might be 
handed down from 
generation to generation 
over a span of 10,000 years. 
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Inspired by Françoise Bastide and Paolo Fabbri's concept of 
a millennia-long nuclear waste warning message in the form of a folk 
song about genetically engineered cats. featuring “don’t change 
colour, Kitty,” a song so catchy and annoying that it might be handed 
down from generation to generation over a span of 10,000 years. 


Chad Randall Matheny, known professionally as Emperor X, is an American singer and songwriter. Born 
in Louisville, Kentucky in 1979. Matheny got his start in music when he was given a Casio SK-1 by his 
grandparents at age nine, and recorded his first album on a Tascam four-track before the age of 20.
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